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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-25 are pending. 

Response to Amendments 

2. A new grounds of rejection has been issued in light of the amendments made. 

The Examiner has carefully considered the amendments made by the Applicant. In particular, 
attention is given to the amendments 

"a user device configured for (1) receiving and storing an issue log including: issue information 
indicating an allowable amount of electronic money" 

and the recitation: 

'wherein, said clearing center manages the allowable amount of electronic money by 
preliminary creating said issue log and then issuing said issue log to the use device. " 

The Examiner suggests correction of the "preliminary creating" to preliminarily creating. 

The Examiner notes that the recitation of a clearing center managing an allowable amount of 
electronic money fails to include any specific details regarding how this money is to be recorded 
or logged. From a technical standpoint, digital money is recorded and handled as variables 
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stored within a computer as information regarding how much allowable usage is left based on 
credits. Stefik discloses the use of both a credit system and a issue log indicating ah allowable 
amount of electronic money. 

The credit system as disclosed by Stefik et al. shows a system using a copy-count(or other usage 
count) that is recorded with the digital rights attaches to the digital work, wherein the copy-count 
indicates the number of allowable times the digital content may be copied. Figure 15, Item 1510. 
(Column 18, lines 10-28, et seq.) indicates the usage count for the printing of a document as a 
system of credits or "money". 

money 

A generally accepted medium for the exchange of goods and services, for measuring 
value, or for making payments. 

Additionally, Stefik et al. also discloses regarding the billing of the account for the usage of the 
digital content may be metered such that payment is deducted from a user account. Stefik 

(Column 17, lines 20-34) discloses 

"The billing clearinghouse manages the financial transactions as they occur. As a result, bills 
may be generated and accounts reconciled. Preferably, the credit server would store the fee 
transactions and periodically communicate via a network with billing clearing house for 
reconciliation" 
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"In another embodiment, the credit server acts as a "debit card" where transactions occur in "real 
time" against a user account. 

Stefik et al. (Column 23, lines 44- Column 24, line 47, et seq) discloses the metering system 
used as dictated by the usage of the content, where the allowable amount of money is the money 
stored in the debit account. 

For that reason, the Examiner holds that the art of Stefik et al. anticipates the claims as amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-2, 6-13, 15-16, 20-24 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Stefik et al, US patent 5629980. 

In reference to claim 1 : 

Stefik et al. discloses a content transaction system for settling a transaction of content 
comprising: 
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• A user device configured for (1) receiving and storing an issue log including issue 
information indicating an allowable amount of electronic money, where the issue 
information indicating the allowable amount of electronic money is the amount in the 
financial account. (Column 17, lines 20-34) & (Column 23, lines 44- Column 24, line 
47, et seq) and the copy count recorded in the log of digital rights. (Column 18, lines 10- 
28, et seq.) 

• and an electronic money balance, for creating a usage log of usage of said content, 
(2) for using the content, (Column 7, lines 5-1 1) & (Column 1 1, lines 10-15) 

• (3)for deducting a content usage fee from an electronic money balance up to an allowable 
amount of electronic money set in an issue log based on information of a usage control 
policy of the content, (Column 25, lines 10-35) 

• (4) creating a usage log including information of the deducted usage fee, where the user 
device is the first repository which generates the billing information from an electronic 
money balance. (Column 7, lines 33-37) 

• A service provider, which receives said usage log from said user device, for creating a 
receive log including the information of the content usage fee based on said usage log, 
where the service provider is the second repository (Column 7, lines 33-37), where the 
usage log is the log of usage rights attached to digital work (Column 11, lines 33-35), and 
the usage rights contains a log of the usage. (Column 25, lines 10-35) 

• A clearing center, which creates said issue log and receives said receive log from said 
service provider, for performing settlement processing for the electronic money spent for 



Application/Control Number: 09/803,869 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2134 

the use of the content based on said receive log, and for making a transfer request to 
transfer the usage fee, where the clearing center is the credit server (Figure 3) 

• An account management institution, which receives the transfer request from said 
clearing center, for performing transfer processing according to the transfer request, 
where the account management institution is the billing clearing house. (Figure 3) 

• Wherein said clearing center manages the allowable amount of money by preliminary 
creating said issue log and then issuing said issue log to the use device. (Column 17, 
lines 20-34) & (Column 23, lines 44- Column 24, line 47, et seq) and the copy count 
recorded in the log of digital rights. (Column 18, lines 10-28, et seq.) 

In reference to claim 2: 

Stefik et al. discloses a content transaction system according to claim 1, 
wherein each of said user device and said service provider comprises an encryption processing 
unit, and, when said usage log is sent from said user device to said service provider(Column 7, 
lines 22-30), mutual authentication processing is performed between said user device and said 
service provider, and said user device attaches a digital signature to said usage log, and upon 
receiving said usage log, said service provider verifies the integrity of the digital signature, 
where the usage log is the access request with a logged usage rights attached to it and the mutual 
authentication processing with the attachment of a digital signature is performed through the use 
of a digital certificate. (Column 7, lines 57-65) & (Column 8, lines 5-10) 
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In reference to claim 6: 

Stefik et al. (Column 17, lines 20-33) discloses a content transaction system according to claim 

• wherein the usage control policy information includes profit distribution information of 
the content usage fee paid by said user device, and wherein said usage log and said 
receive log include the profit distribution information, where the usage log and receive 
log includes the profit distribution information as billing information (Column 25, lines 
10-35 & (Column 18, lines 12-18) 

• and said clearing center performs the settlement processing for the electronic money of 
the content usage fee and sends the transfer request to said account management 
institution according to the profit distribution information, where the clearing center or 
the performs the settlement processing and the account management institution is the 
billing clearing house to receive the request. (Column 17, lines 20-33) 

In reference to claim 7: 

Stefik et al (Column 8, lines 8-20) & (Column 7, lines 59-65) discloses a content transaction 
system according to claim 1, wherein the content provided for said user device is encrypted and 
is contained in a secure container in which the encrypted content and the usage control policy 
information are stored with a digital signature of a content provider, and said user device verifies 
the digital signature of said secure container so as to determine whether the secure controller is 
tampered with, where the secure container is the set of usage rights combined into the digital 
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work(Column 11, lines 33-35), digital signature of the secure container is the digital work that 
has been digitally signed into a certificate and transferred in this form(Column 7, lines 60-62). 

In reference to claim 8: 

Stefik et al. (Column 7, lines 59-65) discloses a content transaction system according to claim 1, 

• wherein data of said issue log, said usage log, and said receive log are sent and received 
among said user device, where the data of the issue log and usage log are sent by 
repository one in the usage rights. (Column 25, lines 10-35) 

• said service provider, and said clearing center by attaching a public key certificate issued 
by a public key certificate issuing authority to the data to be sent. (Column 13, lines 59- 
67) 

In reference to claim 9: 

Stefik et al. (Column 13, lines 59-67) & (Column 7, lines 30-37) discloses a content transaction 
system according to claim 1, wherein said issue log comprises at least one of a user device 
identifier and a user identifier and also comprises issue information indicating the allowable 
amount of electronic money, where the allowable amount of money is indicated in the billing 
process in the repositories. 

\ 

In reference to claim 10: 

Stefik et al. (Column 7, lines 30-37) discloses a content transaction system according to claim 1, 
wherein said usage log comprises information of said issue log and also comprises usage 
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information indicating the content usage fee and a receiver of the content usage fee, where the 
usage logs composed indicate information regarding billing and usage fees and also information 
stored within the usage rights. (Column 25, lines 10-35) 

In reference to claim 11: 

Stefik et al. (Column 7, lines 30-37) discloses a content transaction system according to claim 1, 
wherein said receive log comprises information of said usage log and also comprises receive 
information indicating a payer of the content usage fee, where the receive log is the log that is 
generated when repository 2 generates billing information for the access and digital content. 

Claim 12 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 13. 

In reference to. claim 13: 

Stefik et al. (Column 8, lines 10-21) discloses a content transaction system according to claim 1, 
wherein said issue log is created by said clearing center in response to a request to create said 
issue log from said user device, and, upon receiving a request to create an additional issue log 
from said user device which has an issue log sent from said clearing center, said clearing center 
requests said user device to send information of the electronic money balance of said user device 
to send information of the electronic money balance of said user device, and sends said user 
device a new issue log in which the allowable amount of money spent by said user device is set 
up to a total amount, where the issue log is the billing process that is recorded by the credit 
server (Column 17, lines 20-35) which is performed in response to the request to create said the 
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said issue log from said user device, the original generation of the access requests and billing 
requests, where this issue log recorded and generated by the credit server is sent to the a clearing 
center, the billing clearing house from which the allowable amount of money shall be deducted. 

In reference to claim 15: 

Stefik et al. discloses a content transaction method for settling a transaction of content which is 
usable by a user device, comprising the steps of: 

• a clearing center creating an issue log with issue information indicating an allowable 
amount of electronic money, which allowable amount of electronic money is based on a 
usage control policy; (Column 17, lines 20-34) & (Column 23, lines 44- Column 24, 
line 47, et seq) and the copy count recorded in the log of digital rights. (Column 18, lines 
10-28, etseq.) 

• said clearing center transmitting said issue log to said user device; 

• Creating a usage log, with said user device, by deducting a content usage fee from an 
electronic money balance up to said allowable amount of electronic money, said usage 
log including information regarding the deducted usage fee, and sending said usage log to 
a service provider, where the money to be deducted is based on information from the 
usage control policy, namely the usage rights. (Column 25, lines 10-35) and where the 
deduction of the usage fee from a balance is done by a clearing center, the credit server 
(Column 17, lines 20-40) 

• said service provider creating receive log including the information of the content usage 
fee based on said usage log received from said user device, and sending said receive log 
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to said clearing center, where service provider, repository 2, creates a receive log (Billing 
information of the rights to be granted) after receiving the content from repository 1, and 
sends this receive log to the clearing center or credit server. (Column 7, lines 30-37) 

• said clearing center performing settlement processing for the electronic money spent by 
said user device based on said receive log received from said service provider, and 
sending a transfer request to an account management institution to transfer the usage fee. 
(Column 17, lines 20-33) 

• said account management institution performing usage fee transfer processing according 
to the transfer request. (Column 17, lines 20-33) 



Claim 16 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 2. 
Claim 20 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 6. 
Claim 21 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 7. 
Claim 22 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 8. 
Claim 23 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 12 
Claim 24 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 13 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 3-5, 14, 17-19, 25 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stefik et al. 

In reference to claim 3: 

Stefik et al. (Column 17, lines 34-42) discloses a content transaction system according to claim 
1, wherein each of said service provider and said clearing center comprises an encryption 
processing unit, 

when said receive log is sent from said service provider to said clearing center, mutual 
authentication processing is performed between said service provider and said clearing center, 
where the service provider or repository is coupled in transmission to the clearing center or credit 
server and has authentication processing just as the repository does. (Column 7, lines 30-37) 

Stefik et al. (Column 7, lines 57-65) & (Column 8, lines 5-10) discloses the use of a digital 
signature as the authentication mechanism(digital certificates) but fails to explicitly disclose this 
method between service provider and clearing center. 

The Examiner takes official notice that digitally signing interactions between two sources of data 
as a method of authenticating the data, was well known at the time of invention. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use 
digital signatures to transmit the received usage logs between the clearing center and service 
provider in order to validate the sent data as authentic. 

In reference to claim 4: 

Stefik et al. discloses all of claim 4 except: 

A content transaction system according to claim 1, wherein said clearing center comprises a user 
balance database 

Stefik et al. discloses managing the electronic money balance of said user device, and said 
clearing center creates said issue records or "logs" according to the electronic money balance 
registered in said user balance (Column 17, lines 3-60) 

Stefik et al. however fails to explicitly disclose the use of a user balance database system. 
The Examiner takes official notice that recording user balances in a database, especially by 
financial institutions was well known to those of ordinary skill in the art. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to use a 
database to hold the user balances and logs, in order to efficiently manage the large amounts of 
financial information about each user. 



Claim 5 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 3. 



Application/Control Number: 09/803,869 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2134 

In reference to claim 14: 

Stefik et al. discloses a content transaction system according to claim 1, 

• wherein said issue log is created by said clearing center in response to a request to create 
said issue log from said user device, where the issue log created by the clearing 
center(credit center) is a billing report to be sent to the billing clearinghouse (Column 17, 
lines 20-33) 

Stefik et al. (Column 17, lines 20-33) discloses an issue log in which the allowable amount of 
money spent by said user device is set up to a total amount consisting of an amount of money 
transferred to a clearing-center management account in said account management institution and 
the electronic money balance of said user device, where the account management institution is 
the billing clearing center. 

Stefik et al. fails to disclose upon receiving a request to create an additional issue log from said 
user device which has an old issue log sent from said clearing center, when it is determined 
based on the electronic money balance received from said user device that a payment based on 
the old issue log remains unsettled, said clearing center sends said user device a new issue log 
having a serial number different from the serial number of the old issue log 

However, the Examiner takes official notice that the sending additional issue log using a new 
serial number different from the serial number of the old issue log was well known at the time of 
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invention. In digital commerce, transactions are frequently assigned a cookie, or a transaction 
ID, or a session ID. From this, programs know to differentiate new sessions from previous 
sessions. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to issue a 
new log having a serial number different from the serial number of the old issue log in order to 
be able to identify each transaction as being unique. 

Claim 17 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 3. 
Claim 18 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 4. 
Claim 19 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 5. 
Claim 25 is rejected for the same reasons as claim 14. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed to 
Thomas M Ho whose telephone number is (571)272-3835. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F from 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Gregory A. Morse can be reached on (571)272-3838. 

The Examiner may also be reached through email through Thomas.Ho6@uspto.gov 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 
be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571)272-2100. 

General Information/Receptionist Telephone: 571-272-2100 Fax: 703-872-9306 
Customer Service Representative Telephone: 57 1 -272-2 1 00 Fax: 703-872-9306 



TMH 



September 2 na , 2005 




